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The ASEAN Leaders Programme 

brings together leaders from the 

ASEAN and beyond, to address a 

challenge relevant to the region.  

It helps them to make  

people-to-people connections, 

develop Cultural Intelligence, share 

knowledge, and realize the immense 

potential of the ASEAN Community.  

 

The programme is run annually, in 

partnership with the ASEAN 

Foundation and with the support of 

GE, FWD and the UK FCO. Launched 

in Singapore in 2016, the programme 

has been delivered in Singapore, 

Jakarta, New York, Manila and Pune.  

ASEAN Leaders Programme 2018 

A Common Purpose leadership development programme  

for leaders in the ASEAN and the wider region 

Headline sponsor 

“This is a great programme for leaders to develop themselves. When we think 

about leadership, it's usually about people in high positions, but here we are 

also looking at it from a community level. My personal connection is seeing 

how everyone fits in, and reinforces the connections between each other.” 

Elaine Tan, Executive Director, ASEAN Foundation 

“The passion and enthusiasm of the Common Purpose team supporting this 

dynamic ASEAN Leaders Programme really won us over. FWD is building a pan-

Asian insurance group, and ASEAN is crucial for our growth, so the development of 

leadership in ASEAN really resonates with us. At a personal level, being Vietnamese, 

and having also built and run several companies in the region, ASEAN has a strong 

personal and emotional connection for me. So, at every level, we are glad to be a 

part of this.” 

Huynh Thanh Phong, OBE. Group Chief Executive Officer, FWD Insurance  

“I am even more convinced than last year of the importance of the ASEAN Leaders 

Programme. As a company, we do a lot of internal leadership programmes, but I think the 

great thing about this programme is that it brings not only the experience from different 

people, different jobs and different countries, but also different industries, to share between 

all of them. I've seen over the year, a lot of follow-up from last year’s programme and some 

interesting ideas that have been carried forward. I think it's great. We are definitely 

committed to continuing our support for the programme.” 

Wouter van Wersch, President & CEO GE ASEAN 

http://commonpurpose.org/
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The Challenge for the  

ASEAN Leaders Programme 2018 

 

“What makes a city  
smart and inclusive?” 
 

‘Smart cities’ is an idea that usually 

describes how technology and the 

Internet of Things are used to make 

cities more efficient. The ASEAN 

Leaders Programme will look at smart 

cities in a broader sense: to see how 

its systems, sectors, leaders, and 

people can connect, communicate 

and work to make the city inclusive, 

and equip citizens to face present 

and future challenges together.  

 

On the programme, participants 

will tackle the challenge, learning 

about leadership and innovation  

as they generate ideas in response 

to it. 

 

Singapore: 16 – 20 July, 2018 

 

In Singapore, technology and ideas 

play a key role in preparing the city 

for the future. On the programme, 

participants will meet experts, 

drawn from across sectors, who are 

at the forefront of innovation and 

change. Participants will develop 

Cultural Intelligence as they work 

within a diverse group to form 

innovative ideas and present them 

to a panel of judges. 

Jakarta: 11 – 14 September, 2018 

 

Jakarta is a growth engine in the 

ASEAN. This is where participants will 

have the opportunity to test their 

learnings. They will examine how 

leaders in this dynamic city navigate 

challenges, cross boundaries and seize 

opportunities for collaboration and 

growth. The different location - and 

wider context - deepens their 

understanding of the challenge, and 

enriches their own leadership learning.

Why participate?  

 

 

Leaders benefit from:  

 

 Broader horizons  

 Cultural Intelligence: the ability to 

cross boundaries and thrive in 

multiple cultures  

 A wide network of connections 

across the region  

 The ability to make a stronger 

impact beyond their circle of 

authority  

 

Alumni  

 

Alumni join a powerful network of 

leaders who connect via the Common 

Purpose 360 online portal. The 360 

portal allows a diverse alumni 

community to find each other, meet 

and continue to exchange ideas. 

Alumni from previous ASEAN Leaders 

Programmes are invited to join the 

programme in Jakarta to refresh their 

learning and expand their networks.  

 

Outcomes from the  

ASEAN Leaders Programme 2017 

 

93% are now better equipped to work 

with people who are different to them 

88% feel more prepared to contribute to 

their organization, city or community 

88% are more able to lead or 

operate beyond their circle of authority 

87% felt able to participate fully 

92% felt the ASEAN Leaders Programme 

was good value for their time 

 

“I really didn't know what to expect, 

but, after attending the programme, I 

must say it is not like any other I have 

attended before. All the programmes I 

have attended were at Government 

level. This one was at the level of 

people-to-people, as opposed to 

government-to-government. It 

surprised me, and was much needed.” 

Syahira Hamidon, Head of 

Entrepreneurship & Public Private 

Research Network, Ministry of Higher 

Education, Malaysia. Alumnus,  

ASEAN Leaders Programme 2016 

To apply  

 

 

Applications for the programme are 

open. Please complete an application 

form online at commonpurpose.org/

leadership-programmes/asean-

application. As spaces are limited, we 

advise you to apply early.  

 

Participant fee – USD10,000. Includes 

all online modules as well as 

accommodation, meals and local 

transport for the programmes in 

Singapore and Jakarta.  

 

There are some scholarships and 

partially funded places provided on 

the programme for participants who 

are genuinely unable to meet the full 

fee.  

 

Find out more at 

commonpurpose.org/asean  

 @CommonPurpose   #ASEANLeaders 
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