
Empower your disabled students with Common Purpose

We run accessible leadership 
programmes for disabled students 
which develop key employability skills 
and give them the confidence, networks 
and inspiration to lead change. 

Disabled students face a number of 
challenges before, during and after 
university, with many opportunities 
seeming inaccessible. This can impact 
upon their confidence, aspirations, 
and ultimately their employability, with 
15% less disabled university graduates 
employed compared to non-disabled 
graduates in 2011 (ODI 2013). 

Our programmes develop students’ 
key leadership and employability 
skills, broadening their horizons, 
developing their confidence, boosting 
their networks and giving them a better 
chance of success in their careers.

Today’s workplace demands versatile 
graduates equipped with a wide range 
of skills and experience. Graduates who 
can adapt to different circumstances, 
collaborate with a diverse range of 
people, work successfully across 
boundaries and innovate to solve
problems.  

To prepare your students for the 
workplace, we draw on over 25 years’ 
experience and a network of over 
55,000 alumni worldwide. We give 
students direct access to leaders 
and employers whom they would not 
normally meet: leaders, from across 
sectors, who offer inside knowledge, 
expertise and opportunities to develop 
vital skills. We have run over 200 
student programmes since 2004, 
working with over 40 UK universities 
and over 125 universities globally.

“My confidence has increased 
dramatically, and my enthusiasm  
and belief that I can develop 
the skills to lead in my 
community and make an 
impact has been boosted.”

Abigail Taylor, University of Oxford
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Over three days, students explore 
their personal leadership journeys 
and develop their skills through:

• Understanding how to thrive  
in diversity

• Meeting leaders from across sectors 
who share how they succeeded

• Exploring the concepts of power 
and influence, and the link between 
leadership and power

• Visiting organizations to develop 
solutions to challenges they face.

Through working with us,  
universities gain:

• A co-curricular offering which 
complements their existing 
programmes 

• Students with better career 
prospects

• Access to a diverse range of  
local organizations and networks 

• A deeper connection with  
their city/region and its key 
stakeholders.

In advance of any Frontrunner for Disabled Students programme, we take time 
to ensure we understand each student’s individual accessibility requirements, 
so that they can focus on taking advantage of all the opportunities the 
programme has to offer.
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We give students access to leaders and organizations in their city 
and region, so they can unlock the skills they need to succeed in 
their careers.

“It looks great on a CV, you 
learn so many skills, meet 
highly influential people and 
it boosts your confidence.”
Harry Fenton, Lancaster University

“This course has changed 
my life. I will use the skills I 
have obtained along with my 
developed confidence to pursue 
future prospects including setting 
up a mentor programme for 
people with disabilities. It has 
served well for an Asperger’s 
student such as myself.”
Adokiye Benebo, Coventry University

”I am not an easy person to 
understand; shy, emotionally 
volatile and self-distrusting which 
never helps me to build strong 
connections. However, thanks 
to the in depth conversations 
that this course offers, I have 
been able to adapt both my 
inner and outer social skills.”
Matthew Heathcote, 
University of Warwick
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Work with us

If you would like more information on our work or are interested in commissioning a leadership programme at your university, 
then please get in touch:

Kirsten Johnson, Programme Director: UK Student Programmes 
  +44 (0)207 608 8178    +44 (0)795 856 0918
   kirsten.johnson@commonpurpose.org.uk
  commonpurpose.org/uk/students
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