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Offer your widening participation 
students a launchpad into their careers 
with Common Purpose

Students from under-represented groups face a number of challenges before, 
during and after university, with students from low-income backgrounds likely 
to earn on average 10% less than students from higher-income backgrounds, 
even taking into account their university and subject (IFS, 2016). And with 70% 
of students graduating from UK universities with a 2.1 or higher (HESA 2013/14), 
students increasingly need to find ways to get ahead in a competitive job market.

Our programmes help students from a range of backgrounds to develop the key 
leadership and employability skills they need to thrive in their careers. Through our 
intensive experiential approach, we prepare them for a workplace that demands 
versatile graduates who can adapt to work successfully across boundaries, 
collaborate with a diverse range of people and innovate to solve problems.

We draw on over 25 years’ experience and a network of over 55,000 alumni 
worldwide to give students direct access to leaders and employers whom they 
would not normally meet: leaders, from across sectors, who offer inside knowledge, 
expertise, and opportunities to develop vital skills.

The result is that students have a unique opportunity to broaden their horizons, 
develop their confidence, boost their networks and have a better chance of  
success in their careers.

97% of  
participants 

would strongly 

recommend 

Frontrunner to  
a friend

“It was brilliant. I got a realistic  
view on what it was like to 
lead an organisation.”
Nicole Kearns, Lancaster University

“Students really value the real 
contact with employers who run 
a diverse range of organisations 
across different sectors with 
all manner of challenges. It’s 
getting out of the classroom or 
the lecture theatre, being present 
in those offices where those 
challenges are happening, and 
creating innovative solutions, that 
inspires and builds confidence.”
Julie Powell, Head of Careers, 
University of Roehampton



Over three days, students explore 
their personal leadership journeys 
and develop their skills through:

• Understanding how to thrive in 
diversity

• Meeting leaders from across  
sectors who share how they 
succeeded

• Exploring the concepts of power  
and influence, and the link  
between leadership and power

• Visiting organizations to develop 
solutions to challenges they face.

Through working with us,  
universities gain:

• A co-curricular offering which 
complements their existing 
programmes 

• Students with better career 
prospects

• Access to a diverse range of  
local organizations and networks 

• A deeper connection with  
their city/region and its key 
stakeholders.

We give students access to leaders and organizations in their city 
and region, so they can unlock the skills they need to succeed in 
their careers.

“I secured a graduate job with 
a scientific recruitment firm 
in London and my future MD 
told me that having done the 
Frontrunner course made my CV 
stand out and basically secured 
me the job! Taking part also 
gave me so much confidence 
to get myself out there and do 
well on my group assessment 
for the interview stages.”
Numhom Sudsok,  
Sheffield Hallam University 

“Students who had been on the 
leadership course were more 
confident than the majority of 
their peers. They came across 
well at interview and were very 
self-aware. They all showed 
great determination and were 
very focused on their career 
aspirations and how they were 
going to achieve them.”
Deborah King, Partner, 
Management Bank Recruitment

strongly agree they 
have increased 
confidence in their 
leadership skills

strongly agree they 
feel better able to 
make new contacts 
and build networks

strongly agree 
that they are 
better equipped 
to engage with 
diversity

Common Purpose has run over 200 student programmes since 2004, and in  
the next year over 4,000 students worldwide will take part in our programmes. 
We have delivered Frontrunner for over 40 UK universities and work with over 
125 universities globally, including 9 of the top 30 in the world (Times Higher 
Education Rankings).

90% 87% 87%

09/16
Common Purpose UK, Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered Office: Monmouth House, 38-40 Artillery Lane, London E1 7LS - Registered in England 3556983, Registered Charity 1023384 

Work with us

If you would like more information on our work or are interested in commissioning a leadership programme at your university, 
then please get in touch:

Kirsten Johnson, Programme Director: UK Student Programmes 
  +44 (0)207 608 8178    +44 (0)795 856 0918
   kirsten.johnson@commonpurpose.org.uk
  commonpurpose.org/uk/students
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