
How does it work? 

The programme is focussed on  
a challenge: “How can diaspora 
leaders use their skills, talents  
and networks to benefit 
Bangladesh and Pakistan?”

This challenge will provide the 
framework for the programme. Over 
four days participants are guided 
through a process of creativity and  
innovation, including visits to 
organisations relevant to the 
challenge and sessions with 
senior leaders with knowledge 
of Bangladesh and Pakistan 
and of development challenges. 
The participants will explore the 
challenge from every possible angle 
and will see both the problems and 
the possible solutions in practice.

Participants work up practical ideas in 
response to the challenge, which they 
present to a panel of senior leaders 
at the end of the programme. They 
then work on their ideas individually 
and collectively, building long-lasting 
connections and developing projects 
that can be prototyped in the ‘real 
world’ beyond the programme.

In the process, participants will:

• gain a current perspective on  
the pressing development needs 
of Pakistan and Bangladesh

• explore the role and contribution 
of leaders in the diaspora. 

Who is it for?

Applications are invited from 
exceptional leaders from the 
Bangladeshi and Pakistani diaspora 
living in the UK. Applicants can be 
in the early to mid-stage of their 
careers or established leaders.  
We are seeking a participant group 
that includes participants from 
different generations. They may 
have experience of leadership  
from different walks of life and  
from any sector – public, private  
or not-for-profit.

commonpurpose.org
britishcouncil.org

Many Bangladeshi and Pakistani leaders in the diaspora remain very connected to their country of 
origin. Common Purpose is running a programme for these leaders that aims to build their capacity 
to contribute to development in Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

“In my Physics classes,  
I learnt about the energy and  
velocity required to push a 
rocket into space – out of 
earth’s gravity. I believe this 
course has given me that 
escape velocity.” 

Zeb Manatse, Consultant, Pragma 
Leaf Consulting, Participant, 
Zimbabwean Diaspora Leaders 
Programme

“Sharing our same 
challenge and our opinions 
and thoughts was great 
value. I could say that our 
vision can be applied in 
Libya with determination 
and stamina.”

Nadia Soliaman, Director El Jood 
for Families Welfare, Participant, 
Libyan Diaspora Leaders 
Programme
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Why take part? 

This experience will help 
participants to:

• stretch their analytical and 
creative skills by exposing them 
to a new approach to innovation 

• develop their Cultural 
Intelligence, the ability to cross 
divides and thrive in multiple 
cultures, by throwing them into a 
difficult task with a diverse group

• enhance their ability to Lead 
Beyond Authority, the ability 
to lead in situations where they 
have no formal authority which  
is key for diaspora leaders

• build new networks, by giving 
them access to participants and 
contributors they might otherwise 
never meet

• develop their thinking on 
possible futures for Pakistan 
and Bangladesh, and grow their 
capacity to translate that thinking 
into positive action. 

Our diaspora programmes

Common Purpose has run a series 
of diaspora leadership programmes 
– the aim is to develop more effective 
diaspora leaders who can bring about 
positive change in their organisations, 
in the wider diaspora community and 
in their country of origin.

The first programme was run in 2010 
– since then we have run a series of  
programmes for Zimbabwean leaders  
(both in the UK and South Africa) 
and for Libyan leaders in the UK. 
Most recently, we have run an African  
diaspora leaders programme which 
brings together leaders from across 
the continent. 

About the British Council

The British Council creates 
international opportunities for 
the people of the UK and other 
countries and builds trust between 
them worldwide. Working in over 
100 countries around the world,  
we do this by:

• Developing a wider knowledge 
of the UK and the English 
language.

• Improving cultural and 
educational understanding, 
relationships and co-operation 
between the UK and countries 
around the world.

• Changing lives around the world 
through access to UK education, 
skills, qualifications, culture and 
society.

• Attracting people who matter  
to our future to engage with  
the UK’s vibrant cultural and  
arts scene, education 
opportunities and diverse, 
modern, open society.

British Council Bangladesh 
and Pakistan manage a range 
of activities that sit within four 
strategic business units (SBUs): 
English, Arts, Education, and 
Society. We provide educational 
opportunities, build the capacity 
of educators, give voice to young 
people, strengthen links between 
universities, and develop cultural 
understanding through leadership 
training and education. 

We are committed to a brighter 
future for Pakistan and Bangladesh 
through working with the diaspora. 
This is in recognition of the close 
cultural, social and economic links 
that tie the populations of the two 
countries and their diasporas in  
the UK together. 

About Common Purpose

Common Purpose runs leadership 
development programmes that 
enable people from different 
backgrounds, sectors, geographies 
and generations to work together 
to solve common problems. In the 
process, we give participants the 
inspiration, skills and connections  
to become better leaders, both at 
work and in society.

Founded in 1989 as a not-for-profit 
social enterprise, Common Purpose 
now runs local programmes for 
leaders in cities across the world, 
and global programmes for leaders  
from over 100 countries across six 
continents. This year, 4,000  
leaders will become Common 
Purpose alumni.
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Where and when? 

London, UK  
17-20 November 2015 

Deadline for applications:  
15 October 2015

How much? 

There is no fee for this programme 
which is not residential. 

Participants will need to cover the 
cost of their travel to and from the 
programme. 

Next steps 

To apply for the programme visit:  
commonpurpose.org/pb-diaspora  

For more information, email:  
graciete.p@commonpurpose.org 
or ring +44 (0)207 608 8128 

http://commonpurpose.org/leadership/programmes/senior-leaders/pakistani-bangladeshi-diaspora/

